BEAT POETRY

English 98/198

Spring 2008

Luke Iantorno (course facilitator)

Robert Hass (sponsoring professor)

Office hours: By appointment.

e-mail address: zensunni_insomniac@berkeley.edu

COURSE DESCRIPTION

In this class, we will puruse Beat poetry from its earliest foundations in New York City, its journey to the Bay Area of California, and its exportation to Europe. We will also examine the lives of selected writers of the Beat Generation, and discuss how their biographical information influenced their work. We will also study how music, religion, politics, sexuality, substance abuse, and other forces influenced the poetry of the Beats during the 1950s and 1960s.

COURSE LEARNING OBJECTIVES

To actively discuss and examine the history and poetry of the Beat Generation in a cooperative and meaningful way.

At the end of this course, I anticipate that you will have a greater understanding of Beat poetry, as well as its significance and contribution to American literary culture.

REQUIRED TEXTS

Anne Charters (ed), The Portable Beat Reader

Jack Kerouac, The Dharma Bums

Both available on Amazon.com

EVALUATION PROCEDURES

To earn a "Pass", you are expected to have completed all of the assigned readings by the appropriate date and to attend all class sessions. Routine lapses in reading and attendance will inhibit your ability to participate in discussion and will be reflected in your participation grade.

If you are unable to attend class, please let me know in advance. More than two unexcused absences will result in reduction of your participation grade, and more than three unexcused absences will cause you to "Not Pass" the course. 

ASSIGNMENTS (and breakdown of course credit)

In-class freewrites (every week) = 20% of term grade.

General participation (including attendance) = 30% of term grade.

ADDITIONAL POLICIES

It is required that you purchase the principle texts and bring them to class on the appropriate discussion date.

Please be on time to class, and keep your cell phones turned off or on vibrate/silent during discussion.

Both written assignments must be 3-5 pages in length, typed, double-spaced, in 12-point Times New Roman font with 1-inch margins. Please give your paper a title; please number pages. Please follow MLA format for bibliographic and in-text citations. All papers are due at the beginning of class on the appropriate date.

No late work will be accepted without prior permission from me. Late papers will be marked down 1/5 of a grade per day until received. Make-up freewrites are permitted, but only with a legitimate excuse. 

Plagiarism is not tolerated. Please refer to the English Department's policy about plagiarism.

If you have any questions or concerns about this class or its material, please feel free to e-mail me or talk with me after class or during office hours.

ACCOMMODATIONS

If you require disability-related accommodations or if you have emergency medical information you want to tell me, please feel free to do so immediately after class or during office hours.

CLASS SCHEDULE

Week 1 – Introduction to the Beat Generation

Weeks 2 and 3 – Allen Ginsberg: “Howl” and “Kaddish”

Weeks 4, 5, and 6 – Jack Kerouac: The Dharma Bums 

Week 7 – William S. Burroughs: Naked Lunch (excerpt), Junky (excerpt), and 

"Deposition: Testimony Regarding a Sickness."

Week 8 – Gary Snyder: “A Berry Feast,” “Milton by Firelight,” and “Night Highway Ninety-Nine”

Week 9 – March 24-28: SPRING BREAK

Lawrence Ferlinghetti: “In Goya’s Greatest Scenes” 

Michael McClure: “Peyote Poem,” “Point Lobos: Animism,” and “For the Death of 100 Whales.” 

Week 10 – Kenneth Rexroth: “Thou Shalt Not Kill”


Gregory Corso: “Bomb”


Lew Welch: “I Saw Myself” 

Week 11 – Diane DiPrima: “Song for Baby-O, Unborn,” and “Brass Furnance Going Out: Song, After and Abortion.”


Philip Whalen: “Sourdough Mountain Lookout”

Week 12 – Joanne Kyger (to be determined)


Amiri Baraka: “Way out West”


Peter Orlovsky: “Lepers Cry”

Week 13 – Jack Micheline: “Poet of the Streets”


Anne Waldman: “Our Past”


Philip Lamantia: “High,” and “There is a Distance Between Me and What I See”

Week 14 – Brenda Frazer: “Poem to Lee Forest”


Tuli Kupferberg: “Greenwich Village of My Dreams”


John Wieners: “A Poem for Museum Goers,” and “A Poem for the Insane”


Ed Sanders: “Poem from Jail”

